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Abstract — Anepsion japonicum (Bosenberg & Strand 1906) is newly synonymized with A. maritatum (O.Pick- 
ard-Cambridge 1877) by examining the type specimens. 
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Introduction 

Anepsion maritatum (O.Pickard-Cambridge 1877) was 
described as Paraplectana maritata from Sri Lanka. Simon 
(1905) transferred it to the genus Anepsion and synonymized 
P. nigroanalis van Hasselt 1882 with it. Chrysanthus (1961) 
and Malamel et al. (2015) then synonymized P. picta Thorell 
1877 and Cyrtarachne keralensis Sunil Jose 2011 with it, 
respectively. Anepsion maritatum (O.Pickard-Cambridge 
1877) has been recorded in India (Malamel et al. 2015), Sri 
Lanka (O.Pickard-Cambridge 1877), Indonesia (Thorell 
1877), and China (Yaginuma & Wen 1983). 

Anepsion japonicum (Bosenberg & Strand 1906) was de¬ 
scribed as P. japonica from Japan. Chotwong et al. (2013) 
transferred it to the genus Anepsion and synonymized A. 
japonicum (Yaginuma 1962) with it. Anepsion japonicum 
(Yaginuma 1962) was originally described as Anepsium ja¬ 
ponicum having the same specific epithet as A. japonicum 
(Bosenberg & Strand 1906). Anepsion japonicum (Bosen¬ 
berg & Strand 1906) has been recorded in Japan (Bosenberg 
& Strand 1906, Yaginuma 1962), China (Yin et al. 1997) 
and Thailand (Chotwong et al. 2013). 

The morphological features of A. japonicum (Bosenberg 
& Strand 1906) mentioned by Chotwong et al. (2013) close¬ 
ly resemble those of A. maritatum mentioned by Malamel et 
al. (2015). However, Malamel et al. (2015) did not examine 
the type material of the species. Therefore, we tested the 
synonymy of A. japonicum and A. maritatum by examining 
the type material of these two species. 

Materials and Methods 

We examined the syntypes of Paraplectana maritata O. 
Pickard-Cambridge 1877, five females and three males from 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Sri Lanka, preserved in Oxford 


University Museum of Natural History, no. 2009-031; the 
holotype of P. japonica Bosenberg & Strand 1906, subadult 
female from Saga, Japan, preserved in Senckenberg Muse¬ 
um, no. 4179; and the holotype of Anepsium japonicum Yag¬ 
inuma 1962, male from Kagoshima Pref., Japan, preserved 
in Otemon-Gakuin University. 

The morphological features were examined under a ste¬ 
reoscopic microscope (M3Z, Wild Heerbrugg AG, Heer- 
brugg, Switzerland). Photographs were taken with an EOS 
Kiss X7 (Canon Inc., Tokyo, Japan) attached to the stereo¬ 
scopic microscope. 

Results 

The general appearance and epigyne and male palp of 
each sex specimen from the syntypes of Paraplectana mar¬ 
itata O. Pickard-Cambridge 1877 ( =Anepsion maritatum) 
are shown in Fig. 1. We did not recognize any distinct mor¬ 
phological difference between females in the syntypes of P. 
maritata O. Pickard-Cambridge 1877 ( =A. maritatum) and 
the holotype of P. japonica Bosenberg & Strand 1906 (=A. 
japonicum). As mentioned in Chotwong et al. (2013), the 
holotype of P. japonica is a subadult female, but the shape 
of its epigyne can be observed under the exoskeleton. We 
also did not recognized any morphorogical differences be¬ 
tween males in the syntypes of P. maritata O. Pickard-Cam¬ 
bridge 1877 (=A. maritatum) and the holotype of Anepsium 
japonicum Yaginuma 1962 (=A. japonicum). Consequently, 
we concluded that A. japonicum (Bosenberg & Strand 1906) 
is a junior synonym of A. maritatum (O.Pickard-Cambridge 
1877) due to lack of a morphological difference. 

Taxonomy 

Anepsion maritatum (O. Pickard-Cambridge 1877) 

(Fig-1) 
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Fig. 1 . One female and one male from the syntypes of Anepsion maritatum (O.Pickard-Cambridge 1877) - A, female, dorsal view; B, same, ventral 
view; C, epigyne; D, male, dorsal view; E, male left palp, retrolateral view; F, same, ventral view. (Scales: 0.5mm) 


Paraplectana maritata O. Pickard-Cambridge 1877. p. 32, 
pi. 7, fig. 7. 

Paraplectanapicta Thorell 1877, p. 356. 

Paraplectana nigroanalis van Hasselt 1882. p. 15, pi. 1, fig. 
3. 

Anepsia maritata : Simon 1905. p. 63. 

Paraplectana japonica Bosenberg & Strand 1906, p. 242, 
pi. 15, fig. 424. NEW SYNONYMY 
Anepsion maritatum: Chrysanthus 1961. p. 465, figs. 3, 5, 
10 (part., figs. 6-7: doubtful; figs. 8-9: misidentification); 
Yaginuma & Wen, 1983. p. 196, figs. 4A-B; Song 1987, 
p. 158, fig. 118; Yin et al., 1997. p. 118, figs. 43a-b; Song, 
Zhu & Chen 1999. p. 236, figs. 134A, 146E; Malamel et 
al. 2015. p. 478, figs. 1A-0, 2A-I. 

Anepsium japonicum Yaginuma 1962. p.134, figs. 6-8. 
NEW SYNONYMY 

Cyrtarachne keralensis Sunil Jose, 2011. p. 322, figs. la-g. 
Anepsion japonicum : Yaginuma 1986, p.123, fig. 65.1; Yin 
et al 1997, p. 117, figs. 42a-c; Song, Zhu & Chen 1999, p. 
236, figs. 134B-C, 146D; Tanikawa 2007, p. 55, fig. 485; 
Tanikawa 2009, p. 433, fig. 67; Chotwong et al. 2013, p. 


92, figs. 5-7, 12-14; Baba, Suguro & Yamauchi 2015, p. 
23, figs. 2^1. NEW SYNONYMY 
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